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T he B ritish deanery conference ,
held , as last year , at H igh L eigh
near S t A lbans , began on the
F riday evening with a rousing
call to mission from F ather J ohn
M usther to the hundred or so
people present . T his was the
theme of the conference , and
the S aturday morning included
two further talks on this ( by
F ather E dwin H unt and F ather
A lexander
F ostiropoulos ),

		

after which people broke into
small groups for discussion .
A fter lunch there was a wide
choice of enjoyable practical
workshops on icon painting ,
baking prosphora , singing the liturgy
and vestment making . T he day ended with the vigil
service .

T he highlight of course was the S unday L iturgy with the spectacle of a powerhouse of priests ,
beautiful singing from the choir and a congregation which included twenty - six impeccably behaved
children – the first time so many children had been present at a conference . T he L iturgy was
followed by an uplifting talk by A lexander O gorodnikov , the famous R ussian dissident who for nine
years in the gulag had suffered terrible privations . D espite this , however , his obvious joy centred
on the miracles he had experienced . T he day ended with the usual party .
T here had been a fear that A rchbishop G abriel ’ s absence would cast a shadow over the C onference
and , although he was sorely missed , there was nevertheless an air of unity , buoyancy , confidence
and fun . T he collection of photographs shows genuinely happy faces and it was clear that the
conference format was highly successful .

Mission : Church and Salvation « extra ecclesiam nulla salus ? »

Father Edwin Hunt

I

s it true that ‘outside the Church there is no salvation’?
Do we have to drag people, willy nilly, into the Orthodox
Church for them to be saved? Is this what ‘mission’ or
‘evangelism’ really comes down to? Is that what Saint
Cyprian of Carthage intended?
Let’s go back to the Gospels.
When Jesus asked his disciples: “Whom do men say that I am?”
Peter replied: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Now listen carefully to Jesus’ response: “It is not flesh and blood
that has revealed this to you but my Father in heaven.” In other
words, Peter had not worked it out by himself through rational
means; instead it had just come to him. It was a gift. It was an
understanding that was quite beyond the usual Peter.
Indeed, when Jesus praised him for that statement (“You are
Peter and on this rock I will build my Church”), Peter was soon

getting above himself. For when Jesus went on to tell his friends
that soon he was going to be put to death, Peter, full of ideas
of an all-victorious Messiah, took Jesus aside. You can imagine
the patronising way he would put his arm round Jesus and lead
him off, saying that such an event was utterly unthinkable. So
imagine his surprise when Jesus rounded on him and told him:
“Get thee behind me, Satan!”
In a few minutes Peter had gone from being golden boy to being the
devil! All because he had relied on his own ideas, on flesh and blood.
Psalm 126 sums it up neatly: Unless the Lord builds the house,
they labour in vain that build it. The Latin version would make
us a good slogan: Nisi Dominus frustra – without the Lord everything is a waste of time.
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Week-end meeting
f o r y o u n g a d u lt s
0 9 — 1 2 m ay 2 0 1 3
A l b s ta d t ( G e r m a n y )
As last year we gathered to meet a week after
Easter in a holiday home at Albsadt. About 15
people met for three days because of the extra
holiday for Ascension which allowed us to get
to know each other better.
Thanks to the presence of some experienced
singers, we were able to sing the troparion for
Easter and to warm ourselves around the camp
fire which was indispensable during the wet
weather! Our weekend started on Friday morning with a bible study for which we were in
small groups to deepen our understanding of
the text from Matthew 25, 31-46 (the Gospel
for the Sunday of the last judgement). After
that we heard a talk by Dr Thomas ZmijaHorjanyj on the subject of organ-donation: a
very important topic. What is the position of
the Orthodox Church on this subject? There
can be no simple answer ‘Yes, it is permissible’,
or ‘No, it is wrong’. This discussion allowed us to
put forward many different views and to arrive
at a more enlightened conclusion.

Following a visit to a local castle we gathered
again around the camp fire to warm up. We
are also so grateful to Matushka Marina who
worked miracles every day in the kitchen, especially the excellent dish of ravioli!
On Saturday we once again gathered to hear Dr
Zmija-Horjanyj speak on the theme ‘The love
of God knows no limits’. Two workshops were
organised to discuss this theme. One to study
this proposition in more detail, and the other
was led by Fr Michael (Buk). In this group we
studied the Paschal Homily of St John Chrysostom,
the epistle to the Corinthians on love and the
sermon by Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh
on ‘To love and to pray’.
During breaks, participants had time to relax
and to chat and get to know each other better,
or to play table tennis. On Saturday evening
vespers were celebrated in the church of St
Martin of Tours at Balingen. Thanks to the
young choir the singing was superb. Then
there was a choir practise to prepare for the
next day’s liturgy, which was celebrated in the
same church. The meal following the liturgy
concluded our meeting, and everyone was a
bit sad, but also certain of meeting again in
a year’s time, maybe with more participants.
Martha Kofer

My first point, then, is this: evangelism springs from God’s initiative.
The word ‘mission’ implies ‘being sent’ – a divine passive: God sends us. Our
function is to recognise His initiative and go along with it.
From the Gospels we see that God’s initiative is discovered in the most unlikely
people. Take the centurion, for example, who asked Jesus to heal his young
servant boy. “Don’t come into my house,” he said; “I am not worthy. Just say
the word and my boy will be healed.” Jesus’ reaction says it all: “I have not seen
such great faith, no, not in Israel!” This man was a pagan, not a Jew; an outsider
to the House of Israel – and yet God had touched him! For all their temple
sacrifices, for all their fasting and feasting, for all their Sabbath-keeping, this
pagan had been more blest than the lot of them!
Let us not, then, think ourselves to be superior to those who are not Orthodox
Christians. It bothers me a lot that amongst the Orthodox there are some
quite horrid people despite their regularly receiving the sacraments, whereas
I know many fine Christians who are not Orthodox.
Nor can I accept the view of some Orthodox that outside the Orthodox
Church there is no salvation.
I can speak from my own experience that miracles do happen within the
Anglican Church, for example. On one occasion as an Anglican priest I was
called out to serve the Last Rites to a lady from Chesterfield who was dying in
a hospital at Bakewell. I heard her confession, anointed her and gave her Holy
Communion. Then I went next door and had a cup of tea with the nurses.
Job done ! Some weeks later I happened to meet the churchwarden of this
lady’s church in Marks and Spencer. “What happened to Mrs So-And-So?” I
asked, expecting to hear how the funeral had gone. “Oh,” he said. “She was
in church on Sunday! Quite recovered!”
n again I was asked by some parishioners to bless the house of their new
neighbour. So I went into church, poured some tap-water into a container
and blessed it. Then I did the usual house-blessing, sprinkling the holy water
in each room, and left. Merely a routine service.
Next Sunday the parishioner said,”Well, it worked!”
“What worked?” I replied.
“The house blessing. Ever since the house was blessed the frantic crying of
their baby has stopped and now she sleeps peacefully.”
Those are just two examples from within the Anglican Church that I can
vouch for personally. We must not be so blinded by man-made theories that
we do not see where the Holy Spirit is acting. Remember it was the arrogant,
exclusive-minded Pharisees who said that the healing by Jesus of the man
blind from birth was the work of the Devil.
Metropolitan Kallistos makes the point:
Outside the Church there is no salvation, because salvation is the Church ….
Does it therefore follow that anyone who is not visibly within the Church is
necessarily damned? Of course not; still less does it follow that everyone who
is visibly within the Church is necessarily saved. As Augustine wisely remarked:
“How many sheep there are without, how many wolves within!” (Homilies on
John, 45, 12) While there is no division between a “visible” and an “invisible
Church”, yet there may be members of the Church who are not visibly such,
but whose membership is known to God alone. If anyone is saved, he must in
some sense be a member of the Church; in what sense, we cannot always say.
My second point, then, is: we have to discern where God is already acting
in people’s lives.
“A bruised reed He will not break and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish.”
Matt 12:20 We have to start where people really are, with their perceptions,
their ideas, their spirituality. There can be no place for our feeling superior
or condemning others. We are all of us on the road together.
That is not to say that there are not errors, nor is it to say that non-Orthodox
Christians have the fulness of faith and the right praxis which is to be found
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only within the Orthodox Church. What I
do say is that there is always the possibility
of growth, and this is where evangelism
comes in.
Evangelism is sharing the Good News.
Oh dear ! What a mine-field that statement
conjures up! But we are told by St Paul to
be able to give an account of the faith that
is in us, and that faith is that Christ has
filled all things with joy!
This brings me to my third point: evangelism has to be personal.
It is me, it is you - on the spot. When we
are challenged, we are not to rely on handouts nor on sophisticated DVDs. “Do not
worry beforehand what you will say; at the
time it will be given you what to say.” We
are to rely on the Lord. It is frightening; it
is exhilarating; it’s exciting.
Our verbal bumbling is not the full content
of the encounter, however. Rather it is the
whole person: the way you approach the
other person, the way you look, your attitude,
your enthusiasm, the seemingly little things
that are important to you; your personal
take; the real you in your totality. For it is
not you who speak but Christ who speaks
through you; not you who live but Christ
who lives in you.
Thus this approach relies on faith – our faith.
Let’s take that incident when Jesus had just
come down from Mount Tabor after the
Transfiguration. A man came up to him
complaining that the disciples had not
been able to heal his son from epilepsy.
First, Jesus berates the man’s lack of faith:
“Oh faithless and perverse generation! How
long must I be with you?” but goes on to
expel the demon and heal the boy. When
later his disciples ask him why they were
not able to heal the boy he cites their weak
faith and explains that if only they had faith
as little as a mustard seed they would be
able to move mountains.
Now, let’s examine that exchange. How
was it that when Jesus himself came, the
man’s faith was suddenly roused so that

Jesus was able to heal his son? Do we not
have to accept that faith begets faith? The
unwavering faith of Jesus called forth a corresponding faith in the heart of the boy’s
father. Conversely such weak faith as the
disciples had was insufficient to evoke the
man’s faith, and the boy remained unhealed.
Again and again the Lord points to a person’s
faith as the catalyst of healing.
It is not for nothing that the first word of
the Symbol of the Christian Faith (sic!) is,
in Greek, ‘pisteuomen’: ‘We put our faith
in one God, the Father Almighty....’ (‘pistis’
is the word for faith; ‘pisteuomen’ is the
corresponding verb.)
The usual translation: ‘I believe in’ is so easily
confused in our modern minds with a merely
mental choice – ‘I believe in having a good
breakfast’, ‘I believe in eating wholemeal
bread’....
To put my faith in the one God, to trust in
him, to live my daily life within the Kingdom
of heaven is a wholly different concept. It is
this that makes a Christian different from
other people. This is faith. This is the light
for the world that just cannot be hidden.
Therefore, the Lord tells us: “Let your light
shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.”
This is evangelism. It is this that lifts our
hearts above a merely intellectual approach.
It has been well said: Christianity is caught,
not taught.
So it matters what kind of soil God’s seed
falls onto. Some environments are more
conducive to the growth of holiness than
others, and it is here that the Orthodox
Church comes into its own.

clearly important to
the worshippers.
As a banal comparison, try standing in the street
looking up into the
sky. Soon others will
stand with you, trying
to see what they think you
are seeing.

First, there is the sense of mystery: glimpses
of the priest in the lighted area behind the
royal doors;
candle-lit icons; the quiet singing, people
venerating icons; the quietness; parents standing attentively with an arm around a child...
All these things point away to the beyond, to
a reality that cannot quite be grasped, that
passes our understanding. A reality that is

Help us do what? (And here we come to
the biggest challenge for people.)
Again we return to the Gospels.
What was the first word Jesus is reported
as saying?
It is (in Greek) ‘METANOEITE’. ‘Meta’ means
‘change’; ‘NOEITE’ is the verb from ‘nous’
(= our spiritual heart). So Jesus is saying:
‘let your heart be changed’. And it is a

Second, there is the strangeness of the worship. No jolly worship songs; the priest with
his back to the congregation; everything
intoned, rather than spoken; the glorious
vestments; the elaborate gestures: bowing,
prostrations, the signing of the Cross. The
seven branched candlestick. Clearly it is
worship, all God-centred, not an entertainment, not a teaching session. So is it
just old-fashioned? Or is there a reason for
such worship?
Here is a golden opportunity to speak about
the revelation to Moses of worship in heaven
and how he was told to copy it on earth; an
opportunity too to emphasise the continuity
of Christian worship with the worship of
Israel that Jesus himself was brought up in
and approved of; an opportunity also to
speak of the way in which the prayers of
holy men throughout the ages have been
incorporated into our Liturgy, and of the
continuity of Orthodox Christian worship
both in time and geographically.
This brings us, thirdly, to the veneration of
the saints of the Church as an ever-present
reality within the Church, not just a cloud
of witnesses urging us on but our friends
who can teach us and help us.
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continuous tense: Let your heart keep on
being changed – for ever!
Our outside can be manipulated by worldly
power structures – threats of physical violence, economic factors, political ideologies
and so on.
By contrast we alone have control over
the door to our hearts. Thus Jesus says:
“Behold! I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone opens to me, I will come in and
sup with him.”
We cannot change ourselves; instead, we
have to be changed, changed from the inside,
from the heart, from the ‘nous’.
This change is slow, difficult and continuous.
It is a process of dying to oneself and living
to Christ.
This approach is quite different from that
of people who do good to others in the
hope that they will then merit getting into
heaven as a kind of reward. This is just selfishness. A teaching colleague once said, “You
Christians are really the most selfish people
in the world! You only do good in order to
get into heaven.”
So the final point is that a truly Christian life
is an heroic one. It requires constant effort
To be saved is to be transformed, to be
restored to what God always meant us to
be. The purpose of life is to be drawn back
from alienation from each other and from

God into communion. This is the life of
the Kingdom. “He who seeks to save his
life will lose it; and he who loses his life for
My sake will find it.”
So evangelism is also a challenge. Christianity
is not wishy-washy self-improvement; not a
charter for do-gooders; not cosy hymn-singing. Christianity is for heroes, nothing less.
And the purpose of this heroic, ascetic life
is to be freed from the self.
Why ?
In order to be able to love.
In order that the love with which God has
first loved us may be shown forth through us.
This is true mission;
this is true evangelism,
for only love is truly Good News, the truly
international language which everyone
understands and warms to,
a love not limited according to the worthiness of the recipient,
but love even for one’s enemies – unlimited
love.
And the wonderful thing about love is that
LOVE BEGETS LOVE.
This process is the only thing that can turn
the world upside down.
So this is our real goal,
a goal only achievable within the Church,
as we are built up into the body of Christ
Himself,

empowered by the Holy Spirit, to the glory
of God our Father.
To return to our original question : is the
Church the only way to salvation?
- if we mean by ‘Church’ an institution, especially an institution reduced to nationalism,
to clericalism, to the Phariseeism of mere
rule-keeping – then the answer is NO.
— but if we mean by ‘Church’ the people
of God, the people who have heard God
calling them out of the world and who
have responded; the people who trust God
to rescue them from self-centredness, to
empower them to say No to all that is not
of God; to open their eyes and to say Yes to
what eye has not seen and what has hitherto
not entered into the heart of man; to trust
Him and Him alone; to step out into the
adventure of holiness – if that is what is
meant by the Church, then Saint Cyprian
is right: the Church is the true and tested
Way, it is the straight path that leads to the
narrow gate, it is the only way to salvation.
For the true Church is none other than
Christ Himself still operative in the world
through the Holy Spirit, drawing all men
to Himself. He tells us authoritatively that
He, and no other, is the true shepherd, the
only Way, the only Truth, indeed, Life Itself.
In other words: extra ecclesiam nulla salus!
Fr Edwin
May 2013
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« The pilgrim takes the road that leads to Jerusalem, to reconnect with the
places where Christ and His disciples lived and so to enter into communion
with God. Jerusalem is the real place for the fulfillment of the mystery of
redemption, the pilgrim will experiment in his flesh the many stages through
which Christ the Redeemer has passed. » Metropolite Stéphane d’Estonie

It is this experience that we offer to you during this pilgrimage.
The visit of the main spots of Christ’s life will be the occasion to
discover the Holy Land, where since Apostolic times Christians
faithfully live and pray. We will also hace the opportunity to pray
with local communities and pzrticipate in the Divine liturgy in
Jerusalem, Bethleem, Nazareth....
This pilgrimage is open to all, the explanations on the spot
will be given in English and French.
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Information: p. Yannick Provost
+33 (0)298 959 379
+33 (0)608 547 296
yannick.provost@gmail.com
PROGRAM:
http://www.exarchat.eu/
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