E xarchat

F
de l’

Holiness

uillet

April 2013
n° 54

EIn the Eastern Eucharistic liturgy, right before the
Holy Communion, the priest proclaims: «Holy Things
are for the holy!”, and the choir – i.e. the assembly of
the faithful – answers: “One is Holy…, Jesus Christ,
to the glory of God the Father”. Thus holiness means
becoming an integral part of Jesus-Christ’s body, dying
and living in Christ, and finally becoming aware of
one’s own resurrection within the Resurrection of Jesus
Risen from the dead. Yet Christ’s Body is filled with
the Spirit’s energies. “We have received the heavenly
Spirit!” those who have received the Communion
sing, for the Eucharist is “the fire and the Spirit”, as the
Syriacs say. Therefore, holiness is not living anymore in
death but in the Spirit, in the great “life giving” Breath.
Holiness reveals that the Church is the House of the
Father, Who is the Principle of the Trinity and the
Source of any communion. The saint is the one who
is not separate. To say “the communion of the saints”
is to express the obvious: holiness is communion.
Whatever the way of life of a saint (each of them has
his own), all the powers of his passion are metamorphosed in Christ’s Passion, he is “separated from all
and united with all”; he really is able to love without expecting to
be loved. Without knowing it (for a saint will never say he is holy),
he acquires the beauty of the icon, the beauty that stems from the
broken heart “comforted” by the Comforter. Throughout all his
life, he remains a man of the metanoia that overturns our vision
of the reality, with our ego no more the centre of the world and
replaced instead by God and the other.
The path is always the same, more or less, as described in the
Beatitudes: to be poor, strong and meek altogether, to hunger for
righteousness and be persecuted for righteousness’ sake, to be pure
in a heart to which our intelligence must unite, to love enemies,
to accept in peace any abuse and slander… and to pray of course,
always having in mind that we pray when we open ourselves to
the mystery, when we repeat, humbly and confidently, the Name
of Jesus… St Symeon the New Theologian said that the saint is “the
poor who loves his brothers”. Macarius the Great said: “Those who
were deemed worthy of becoming God’s children and of being
born anew, out of the Holy Spirit […] are praying and shedding
tears for the total Adam. Sometimes their spirit is set ablaze with
such a joy and such a love that, if it were possible, they would take
all men inside their heart, bad and good alike…”

All saints are unique, any status may be sanctified. The Orthodox
Church identifies such orders as “Unmerceneray physicians” (who
heal for free), “saint iconographers”, “saint princes”. But it seems to
me that she has a predilection for the glorified sufferers and the
fools for Christ. Being a martyr is the highest level of the glorified
sufferer. He is not an ascetic, but a man whose faith is total, who in
most tragic circumstances surrenders himself to God, who identifies
with Him, who foresees the joy of the resurrection, who prays onto
the end for his persecutors. The exploit of the true monk carries
on the exploit of the martyr. We also include among “the sufferers” those who willingly suffer their passion, refusing to defend
themselves at the cost of other deaths. Among them are innocent
children. On the other hand, fools for Christ live the “foolishness of
the Cross” in its fullness, making a mockery of the heavy solemnity
of this world, offering the Realm with a sort of higher humour. [….]
The inaccessible God transcends His own transcendence to become
our friend. He gives His life for those He loves, for all men and for
each of us. And everything becomes so simple: there is nothing
else, only the Risen from the dead, in Whom everything lives. And
so we end up with the obvious mystique of our everyday life. The
creation is a gift of God (Dumitru Staniloê), a great parable of His
presence, a cross born by Jesus day after day, hour after hour, to
become the real Tree of life…[….]

Blankets of peace and light spring from the triple divine Sun and
crop up among the density of beings and things, and our hearts
Olivier Clément, 2003
“are set ablaze”.
Excerpts from “La Sainteté, témoignage de la communion” (Holiness, a witness of the communion),
published in the new edition of “Chant des Larmes” (Song of tears), 2011, BBD
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DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY
30 March 2013
On Saturday March 30th, a diocesan assembly was held in Paris as scheduled. This gathering started in
the parish of the Holy Trinity, crypt of the cathedral, with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy using
all languages of the diocese. The assembly was made up by 188 delegates, clergymen and laypersons,
and was chaired by Metropolitan Emmanuel (Exarch of the ecumenical throne for the Greek Church
in France and chosen as locum tenens). The work mainly concerned the written proposition addressed
to us by his All Holiness Bartholomew, Patriarch of Constantinople. The meeting started off in a
positive climate of open-mindedness and dialogue allowing all different opinions to be expressed,
sometimes firmly, but always with due respect to each other. As a conclusion the answer goes along
the patriarchal proposal so that His Grace Emmanuel can temporarily rule our diocese until the
election of the next archbishop. His Grace Emmanuel has, on his side, assured the assembly about his
true intention to preserve our archdiocese in both its integrity and its specificity ; he also will work
with the diocesan council to organize the elections next autumn. It also was decided the council
would formalize an answer to the Patriarch, besides a complete summary of the meeting will soon be
available.

Introduction to the Diocesan Assembly
Metropolitan Emmanuel of France
In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
«Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,
left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed»
(Mk 1, 35). These are words from the Gospel of Mark that we
have heard this morning during the Divine Liturgy. If our Lord
incarnate got up early and went to pray, then let us also try to
pray like the Lord. Let us seek Him early before we do anything
else so we can listen and hear from God before the cares of the
day interfere with the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our lives. To pray
means to hold a dialogue—asking and receiving from God the
answers we need. In a similar way, it is through dialogue that we
confirm with each other what the Holy Spirit is revealing during
our prayers. This is the truest spirit of prayer: listening to Christ
as well as each other, and demonstrating respect for all. Respect,
dialogue, and listening are pre-conditions that create assembly,
communion, Church, and freedom.
With this in mind, dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I have the blessing of chairing this diocesan assembly. His All
Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, our spiritual
father, extends his paternal blessing and his Patriarchal prayers
during this assembly. He prays for peace for all of us, for these
meetings, and for the future of the Exarchate that it will be a
continual witness to the glory of Christ and of His Church.
Thanks be to God that over the last several months as we have
been going through this process regarding the future leadership
of the Exarchate, we have been able to dialogue individually and
collectively about some very difficult issues. I want you to know
that my office as a Bishop and my heart as an Orthodox Christian
are always open for discourse and fellowship. I ask for your prayers
as I seek guidance for what will be beneficial for the Exarchate, and
pleasing to God. The fact exists that we are all human and in our
fallen nature we are vulnerable to misunderstanding, confusion,
contradiction, anger, pain, and division. This is one of the reasons

why we are meeting here today to foster clarity, truth, healing
and unity in Christ.
I also want to express my heartfelt respect and appreciation to
His Eminence Archbishop Gabriel of Comana for his continued
support and prayers. We all join here together in expressing our
best wishes to His Eminence on his retirement and pray that he
may be blessed with health and many years.
The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in following protocol, and upon review and acceptance of His Eminence Archbishop
Gabriel of Comana’s request for retirement, has appointed me as
locum tenens Indeed, it is a privilege and an honor to serve you
in this manner. I express my commitment to all of you, clergy
and laity, and promise to work diligently as we prepare for the
Extraordinary General Assembly and the appointment of a new
Archbishop.
In accordance with the established procedure regarding the election of a new Archbishop, a list of three names, which included
Archimandrite Symeon Cossec, Archimandrite Job Getcha, and
Archimandrite Grigorios Papathomas, was submitted as possible candidates. However none of the three candidates met the
requirements for selection. For example, Archimandrite Grigorios
Papathomas is not part of the Exarchate or the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and thus cannot be considered as a candidate at
this point. I appreciate Father Grigorios’ support in acknowledging
to His All Holiness that he did not meet the selection criteria. It
is true that all candidates serve the Church faithfully and many
of you have advocated on their behalf indicating the love that
you have for them. However, we as a Church must hold steadfast
to the standards that our Fathers and Mothers, our Saints, and
Christ Himself established. We must always be reminded as we
go through this process that the Church will not adapt to us, and
that we need to adapt to the Church.
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Our mission is to maintain the unity and integrity of our Archdiocese.
My goal as the appointed locum tenens is to ensure that this
selection is in accordance with the Orthodox Canonical order,
and in the best interest of the Church. This is the will of the
Holy Synod. This is the will of the Church. His all Holiness has
expressed concern regarding the absence of consensus on a particular candidate. Perhaps, it is because certain conditions on
behalf of the candidates were not met, and the standards of the
selection process were not followed. There are strict guidelines
that we must employ in selecting the new spiritual leader of
the Exarchate. Although we are all open to dialogue we are not
open to changing that which has been handed down to us. We
are followers of Christ now and always. We trust His Word. His
all Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, realizing the
difficulties we have encountered with this selection process of
a new Archbishop and with the support of the Holy Synod, is
submitting a proposal for our review.
I will share with you parts of His all Holiness’ proposal addressed
to Arch priest John Gueit, and Mr Michel Sollogoub:

To clarify, the Patriarchal proposal responds to a state of «force
majeure», implying that my appointment as locum tenens be
extended until the election of the new Archbishop. This intermediary step is necessary because for the first time in the history of
the Archdiocese there is no auxiliary bishop in place that could
serve at the same time as both the locum tenens and the candidate for the election of archbishop. This is a reality that must be
acknowledged. Secondly, the Patriarchal proposal invites you, to
the extent that the statutes permit, to renew your confidence
in me so that I may carry out the mission with which I have
been charged. to assist me in this tosk, an auxiliary bishop will
be appointed in order to ensure the liturgical life of the parishes
of the Exarchate continue to run smoothly and efficiently.
I want to emphasize that this new proposal in discussion is temporary and will expire next autumn, thus providing sufficient
time for prayer and reflection allowing us to be guided by the
Holy Spirit in the election of a new Archbishop. I am confident
embracing this process will strengthen the uniqueness and ministry
of the Exarchate.

«After having thus carefully examined the matter with the necessary attention, we propose by this Patriarchal Letter of ours, to
you and to the Clergy-Laity Assembly, the following: that His
Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, appointed locum
tenens of your Exarchate, continues to temporarily assume the
duties and responsibilities that come from this position, in his
function as our Patriarchal Exarch. At the same time, on your
proposal, our Holy Synod shall elect a suitable person to serve
as his auxiliary bishop, and to meet the religious and liturgical
needs of the believers of your parishes, in their native language
and their tradition.»

During this transitional period, the life of your communities will
not change; it will always be centered around the celebration of
the Divine Liturgy and sacred offices. I will pay particular attention to the protection of your liturgical and spiritual tradition.

«We bring this proposal to the attention of the archiepiscopal
Council of our Exarchate and await his opinion on it to in order to
continue and toke all the necessary steps provided for this purpose,
concerning as well where necessary, the Regulations governing
the existence and functioning of our Patriarchal Exarchate.»

new mitre

His all Holiness’ words quoted from His proposal are pastoral
and grounded in the spirit of ecclesial communion. The brotherly
bond that was sealed in the Patriarchal Tomos in the year 1999
is evident and guaranteed. He is calling us to love one another
as he loves all of us. In my last conversation with His all Holiness,
he alerted me to be mindful of the need to maintain unity in
the Church as we work together to elect a new Archbishop. it
is not uncommon that our faith and commitment to Christ is
tested. Therefore, we must maintain our faith in Christ and the
Tradition of the Church.
I therefore invite you to receive this proposal as a gift to be prayerfully considered. Preserving the canonical inscription that the
Patriarchate offers paternally to the Exarchate is the primary
purpose of offering this gift. I do not wish to alarm you, but to
toke up the extent of your responsibility not only in relation to
such a proposal, but also in relation to the preservation of the
life of the Church and its integrity is a crucial decision that will
need to be made

The fact that your tradition has Russian roots makes us joyful and
determined to preserve its beauty and meaning. However, the
tradition is not limited to the Slavic world because this tradition
brings the faithful together in a single parish from diverse backgrounds. Your liturgical tradition makes it possible to integrate
the multiethnic reality of Orthodoxy in France. Moreover, even

Among the honours granted by the archbishop there is the right
for an archpriest «to wear a mitre».
This was recently the case for father André Fortounatto,
distinguished as such by Vladyka Gabriel last June (2012).
On February 23rd, in Vichy (France), a sparkling white- and silver
coloured mitre was given to father André by the local parishioners
after the divine liturgy in a friendly and festive atmosphere. This
was a good opportunity to explain the significance of wearing a
mitre as liturgical honours.
The mitre actually is a royal crown worn by kings or queens
exercising their sovereign ruling functions. In Heaven there is only
one King, the King of Kings, Jesus Christ the Son of God. This
explains the absence on the icons of crowns on the head of holy
kings or bishops ; except the holy martyrs, who have demonstrated
moral sovereignty in Christian martyrdom. Here, on earth, the
King’s crown and the Clergy’s mitre are granted to the deserving
ones as a distinction for their work realized in this world. As the
Church exists «in the world» though not being of this world, the
mitre is a true recognition of an exceptional ruling on earth.
A triple «Many Years» marked the end of the celebration.
Père Michel Fortounatto
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within our Metropolis, we have the parishes that follow the Slavic
rubrics, precisely for the reasons I have just mentioned, because
it facilitates the coexistence of Orthodox faithful from diverse
backgrounds. I would like to think that this tradition, especially
when it comes to our Diaspora communities, serves not only a
certoin number of faithful, but it is the heritage of all the faithful. I personally experienced it during my years of study at the
Institute of Saint-Serge and that is why it seems essential to me
to protect it with openness and without any fundamentalism.
I pray that I have been able to express through these words the
heartfelt respect I hold for all of you. I respect your Exarchate for
it its essential contribution to the theological and liturgical life
of Orthodoxy. I accept and embrace your Exarchate’s history as
it comes to life with its traditions, culture, and people.
Let us experience the peace of unity that comes through wisdom
and discernment as we, together, continue building the future
of the Exarchate. to do this, I invite you to participate in the discussion to review the situation and act so that you have a voice
in stating what you desire from your next Archbishop.
I propose that we organize debates in two stages:

These discussions will then be compiled into a report prepared by
the Council of the Archdiocese and that will be forwarded to His
all Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew by me. It is our
prayer that from this compilation, the Council of the Archdiocese
and I will be Divinely guided us as we devote ourselves to the
preparation of the new elections.
In the spirit of St. Ignatius of Antioch, in his letter to the faithful of
Smyrna, «Wherever the bishop shah appear, there let community
also be; as well as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic
Church. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize or
to celebrate an agape; but whatsoever he shall approve of, that
is also pleasing to God» (Smyr. 8, 2). In this sense, we cannot
separate the respect he should have towards the people of God
and the respect toward his servants, his clergy, who work tirelessly in his favor.
Amen and God bless you!
May our work be inspired and constructive!
† Metropolitan Emmanuel of France

1. Questions regarding the Patriarchal proposal.
2. Questions regarding the main themes you want to send in
response to the Patriarch.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
19 - 28 october 2013

to better organize the speeches,I’ll ask Archpriest Andre Fortounatto,
if he will accept, to kindly be the moderator.

cdcdcdcdcd
Deanery of Great Britain and Ireland
deanery festival and conference,

24-27 May 2013

Mission and Vision

All inquiries should be sent directly to the
Father Yannick :
Père Yannick Provost
3, Impasse des Saules F-29000 Quimper
Tel +33 (0)298959379
Mobil +33 (0)608547296
Mail: yannick.provost@gmail.com
MORE : http://www.exarchat.eu/

The Annual Conference in 2013 has a
different emphasis. We shall explore
a very important and central aspect of
our life as Orthodox Christians whilst
providing for all age groups and encourag ing attendance for young people,
families and children. This annual event
now renamed Festival and Conference
has become the principle event within
the Deanery when we gather with our
Bish op, meet together in fellowship and
learn, study and enjoy in each other’ s
company.
The programme this year is arranged and presented by senior members
of our clergy and there are some differences but we intend to uphold the
tradition and quality of recent years whilst providing an event which
is inclusive of all.
Mission is at the heart of our life in the Church and we are all involved
whether by kindness toeach other, providing a warm welcome to strangers or by any of the fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control “as St Paul list in Galatians 5:22,23. Some will be engaged
in preaching,
teaching, guidance and counselling, but all of us, by the life we lead
and the example we
give, are witnesses of the Church in the world. We have been bap tized
into Christ, wehave put on Christ and by this very fact, we are involved
in Mission.
MORE
We hope that as many as possible will attend in 2013.
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